Language Arts Graduation Exam Remediation Packet

I. Noun Forms – A noun is a word representing a person, place, thing, idea, animal, quality, or action.

A. Proper nouns – nouns which refer to specific persons, places, things, ideas, or animals.  These are always capitalized.

1. Jackie Robinson

2. Alaska

3. Big Mac

4. Arab High School

B. Common nouns – nouns which refer generally to persons, places, things, ideas, animals, qualities, or actions.

1. lake

2. city

3. operation

4. school

Practice – Underline the proper noun and circle the common noun

1. Lyle loves to see his favorite singer, Bobo, in concert.

2. Blain ran all the activities during the church lock-in.

3. Frank and his cousin, Artie, spent the day watching the latest movies.

4. Selena was known as a rising star before she was killed by one of her employees.

5. The wrestling team is putting its athletes on a strict diet to be at the top of their weight class.

C. Singular nouns – noun that represents one person, place, thing, or idea.

1. potato

2. pencil

3. boy

4. wolf

D. Plural Nouns – noun that represents more that one person, place, thing, or idea.

1. cats

2. boxes

3. wolves

4. stories

Practice – Next to each singular noun, write the plural form.

1.  frame





2.  trench

3.  ferry





4.  wish

5.  wife





6.  taste

E. Collective nouns – nouns that name a group of people or things.

1. audience

2. band 

3. class

4. committee

F. Possessive nouns – noun that shows ownership, possession, or attachment.

1. Sarah’s idea

2. boys’ toy train

3. boss’s best employee

II. Verb Forms

A. Action verbs – tells what is occurring, has occurred, or will occur.

1. swing

2. ran

3. dance

B. Linking verbs – describe the subject by linking it to a word at or near the end of the sentence.

1. was 

2. is 

3. am

4. look

Practice – Identify each underlined verb as active or linking.

1. Matt Damon’s performance was spectacular.

2. The PTA should reelect Patti Zuniga as their chairperson.

3. Please ask her to the dance.

4. Alex and Phil were pulling the rope.

5. The table is shiny and sturdy.

C. Verb Tenses

1. Present tense – 

2. Past tense – 

3. Future tense – 

4. Present Perfect – 

5. Past Perfect – 

6. Future Perfect – 

Practice – Conjugations

1. swim

2. bring

3. lie

4. lay

5. eat

6. give

7. speak

8. sing

9. drink

10. ring

D. Active Passive Voice

1. Active Voice – the subject of the sentence performs the action.

2. Ex. The virus on the software made our computer system crash.

3. Passive Voice – the subject of the sentence is the receiver of the action.

4. Ex. Our computer system was disabled by the virus.

Practice – Identify each verb as active or passive.

1. Sally returned the borrowed book to her friend Robbie.

2. The hole in the garden was filled in with compost by someone.

3. The apple strudel pie was carefully prepared by the famous chef, Julia Crocker.

4. The Siberian tiger quickly leapt high into the air and landed on top of the seal.

5. The new car was washed thoroughly by Sheila.

III. Subject/Verb Agreement
A. Singular subjects have singular verbs; plural subjects have plural verbs.

1. The frog croaks in the pond every night.  Singular

2. My older brothers play baseball in the park.  Plural

B. Inverted sentences – the subject of the sentence does not have to appear before the verb.  

1. When is Dorothy coming to plant her flowers?

2. Here comes your special order of pizza.

Practice – Correct the following sentences if the subject and verb do not agree.

1.  Mickey Mouse makes funny comments during his cartoons.

2.  Mrs. Nally and her friends plays cards during the night.


3.  The new riding lawn mover run smoothly.

4.  Now is the time to change the future.

5.  Theresa want to be the class president.

C. Collective nouns – collective nouns can be either singular or plural.  If the group acts together as one unit, the noun needs a singular verb.  I the collective noun refers to the members of the group acting individually, the noun is plural and needs a plural verb.
1. The committee meets in the room down the hall. Singular
2. The committee leave their homes at different times.  Plural

Practice – Underline the correct verb for each sentence.

1. My class cannot (agree, agrees) on where to go for a class picnic.

2. This class (is, are) very quiet today.

3. The orchestra (was, were) looking over their new music.

4. Our school orchestra (is, are) ranked first in the state.

5. The army (was, were) fighting for their lives during the conflict.

IV.  Pronoun Forms 
A. Nominative Case pronouns are used whenever a pronoun is used as a subject or predicate nominative.

1. Amy and I are going water skiing.

2. The president will be she.

B. Objective Case pronouns are used in the direct object and object of the preposition.

1. I heard him in the courtyard.

2. Between you and me, I don’t like her.

C. Possessive Pronouns are used to show ownership or attachment.

1. His watch is very expensive.

2. The car will be theirs in a few days.

Nominative



Objective


Possessive

I




me



my, mine

You




you



your, yours

She




her



her, hers

He




him



his

It




it



its

We




us



our, ours

They




them



their, theirs

Who




whom



whose

Whoever



whomever




Practice – Underline the correct pronoun for each sentence

1. She and (he,him) have known each other for years.

2. (They, Them) have known each other for years.

3. I have known (her, she) for years.

4. Each of the boys is responsible for cleaning and caring for (their, his) equipment.

5. Mom took one look at the puppy and took (it, him) home.

V. Modifiers

A. Modifiers give more information about other words in a sentence.  Modifiers may be adjectives, adjective phrases, adverbs, adverb phrases, clauses, or verbals.  A verbal is a verb used as a noun, an adjective, or an adverb.
B. Misplaced modifiers are placed in the wrong position in a sentence so that it ends up modifying the wrong word.

1. The man won the car wearing the red striped shirt.  This sentence is incorrect because it looks like the car is wearing the red striped shirt.

2. The man wearing the red striped shirt won the car.  This sentence is correct because the phrase “wearing the red striped shirt” is modifying the correct word.

C. Dangling modifiers are missing a word in the sentence to modify.

1. Having gone to the movies instead of studying, the test score was low.  This sentence is incorrect because there is not a person for the phrase to modify.

2. Having gone to the movies instead of studying, Renee got a low test score.

Practice – Label each sentence as a misplaced modifier or a dangling modifier.

1. Having finished dinner, the television was turned on.

2. Growing on the back of the refrigerator, Denise found some mold.

3. The paper sat on the desk that Julia had written.

4. Playing the guitar expertly, the audience applauded the talented young musician.

5. The bicycle was not assembled correctly, not having read the directions.

6. Having been found innocent, the judge released the grateful woman.

7. The mountain climber left the lodge, packed and ready to begin the long journey.
8. I know a family with two dogs named the Johnsons.

VI. Capitalization

A. Always capitalize proper nouns

1. names, places, transportation, structures, languages, days , months, 

2. holidays, religions, events, government bodies, 

B. Always capitalize titles

1. personal titles that precede names, family relationships unless preceded by possessive pronouns, professional titles when followed by a name (unless the words “the” or “as” precede them)

2. titles of articles, stories, books, and movies unless they are conjunctions or prepositions with less than five letters, title of works of art.
C. Always capitalize direct quotations

1. Always capitalize the first word in a direct quote.

2. When a direct quotation is broken, do not capitalize the first word of the second part of the quotation unless it begins with a new sentence.

3. Do not capitalize indirect quotes

D. Examples

1. Anna said, “It’s really cold out here.”

2. “Life is filled with ups and downs,” Sal said, “but that’s what makes it interesting.”

3. Ramona said that her parents’ flight was delayed because of the bad weather.

Practice – Underline the words that need to be capitalized.

1. The car wash took place at montgomery high school on a sunny saturday in spring.

2. I met my uncle Edward, an ophthalmologist, for lunch at a small spanish restaurant.

3. Rene’s favorite book is skulking in the shadows.

4. This year, our grandmother went on a white-water rafting trip down the amazon river in south america.

5. The majority of people in the middle east are muslims, but there are people of the christian and jewish faiths there, too.

VII. Punctuation

A. Commas tell the reader to pause when reading a sentence.  Commas are used to

1. separate items in a series of three or more.

2. EX. - Ants, grasshoppers, and bees are types of insects.

3. separate nouns of direct address, appositives, and parenthetical expressions from other parts of the sentence.

4. EX. - Do you have a key, Margie, or shall I use mine?

5. between the day and the year in a date, to separate parts of an address, after a greeting and closing in a letter.

6. EX. - Their address is 125 West Main Street, Prattville, Alabama.

7. after an introductory adverbial clause.

8. EX. - When the temperature soars above ninety, we always head for the beach.

9. before quoted text, unless the quoted test comes at the beginning of the sentence, and in place of the period if the quoted text ends before the sentence ends.

10. EX. - She asked, “Have you seen my new yellow sweater?”

11. before coordinating conjunctions in compound sentences.

12. EX. - I planned to go to the concert tonight, but I have to baby-sit for my sister instead.

B. Semicolons and Colons

1. A semicolon is used to separate items in a series when the items in the list already include commas.

2. EX. - Emily enjoys waterskiing, juggling, and baking; Erika likes to bike, swim, and knit; and Sally loves golf, skateboarding, and reading.

3. A semicolon is used to link two ideas in a compound sentence when no conjunction is used.

4. EX. - These are the books we borrowed from the library; those are the books we got from our teacher.

5. A semicolon is used a conjunctive adverb (such as however, therefore, nevertheless).
6. EX. - Bill understood the severity of the situation; nevertheless, he decided to accompany the rescue team.

7. A colon is used to introduce a list in a sentence when the clause that introduces the list is a complete sentence. 

8. EX. - Here is what the still need for the party: chicken wings, plates, napkins, and a cake.

9. A colon is used to separate the numbers in exact time designations.

10. EX. - It is now 12:45 in the afternoon.

C. Quotation Marks

1. Quotation marks are used to set off direct quotations, someone’s exact words.

2. Quotation marks should also be used to enclose the titles of minor works: short stories, poems, articles, songs, titles of book parts.
D. Underlining

1. The titles of major works, such as books, plays, movies, television programs, and painting.

2. Her least favorite motion picture is A Beautiful Mind.

E. Apostrophes

1. The apostrophe is used with possessives to show ownership and is used to form contractions.

2. Ben’s chocolate chip cookies were delicious.

3. She hasn’t called home all evening, and now I’m worried.

Practice – Correct any punctuation errors.

1. Let’s all play a game or, we can watch a movie.

2. We need four more ingredients for cookies, butter; eggs, chocolate chips, and flour.

3. The story of bubble gum can be found in the book “The History of Gum.”

4. In a few quick moments, theyr’e leaving for vacation.

5. My family, for example: volunteers at a soup kitchen on a weekly basis.

VIII. Word and Language Choice

A. Word choice refers to the words that an author uses when he or she writes.

1. Use actions verbs not linking verbs to show action.

2. Use specific terms not general or vague terms.

3. Use clear, precise, vivid language not unnecessary words or details.

B. Language Choice is determined on the audience the writer is trying to reach.

1. Formal language refers to standard English.  Formal language follows the conventions and rules of the English language.  Uses for formal language include novels, short stories, newspaper articles, and research papers.

2. Informal language is the everyday language people use to communicate with each other.  Slang, contractions, colloquial expressions, clichés, jargon and second person point of view are often a part of informal language.  Authors may use informal language to recreate a dialect or for other special effects the author is hoping to show through his character’s personality.

Practice – Label each sentence as formal or informal.

1. The United States Virgin Islands offer milky white beaches and plenty of opportunities for other outdoor activities, such as hiking and climbing.

2. A must-see attraction on St. Croix, is the Whim Greathouse, a totally awesome plantation that’s been restored to the exact way it was in the 1700s.

3. The traditions of the Kinenos, which is Spanish for King’s people, began about 150 years ago.

4. Extracurricular activities are an essential part of any student’s academic experience.

5. After-school activities are right up there with math and English when it comes to a positive academic experience.

IX. Sentence Structure

A. Run-on Sentences have two or more main, or independent, clauses.  A run-on sentence can be fused or have a comma splice.

1. Fused – Miguel went to the doctor he broke his hand playing basketball.

2. Comma Splice – Miguel went to the doctor, he broke his hand playing basketball.

B. There are three ways to fix a run-on sentence.

1. Comma plus coordinating conjunction – Miguel broke his hand playing basketball, so he went to the doctor.

2. Semicolon – Miguel went to the doctor; he broke his hand playing basketball.

3. Two sentences – Miguel went to the doctor.  He broke his hand playing basketball.

C. Sentence Fragments are sentences that do not contain both a subject and a verb.  A sentence fragment does not express a complete thought and does not make sense on its own.

1. While on her way through the park, listening to music.

2. Add a subject – While on her way through the park, Olivia listened to music.

3. Olivia’s walk through the park, listening to music.

4. Add a main verb – Olivia walked through the park, listening to music.
Practice – Label each sentence as a run-on, fragment, or sentence.

1. We sang a few songs, a cowboy named Lolo told stories about life on a ranch.

2. We sang a few songs; and a cowboy named Lolo told stories about life on a ranch.

3. After we sang a few songs, a cowboy named Lolo told stories about life on a ranch.

4. Walter to go to the movies with his friend Karl.

5. His mom said that would be okay.

X. Parallel Structure or Internal Parallelism

A. Parallel structure in a series – Words or phrases in a series that are connected by a coordinating conjunction should all begin the same way.

1. Incorrect: We spent the day shopping at the mall, eating at our favorite restaurant, and walked around the lake.

2. Correct: We spend the day shopping at the mall, eating at our favorite restaurant, and walking around the lake.

B. Parallel structure with a coordinating conjunction – Ideas linked with a coordinating conjunction.
1. Incorrect: Jody’s chores were washing the dinner dishes and to feed the cat.

2. Correct: Jody’s chores were washing the dinner dishes and feeding the cat.

C. Parallel Structure with correlative conjunctions – Correlative Conjunctions – both/and, either/or, neither/nor, not only/ but also – are double links for elements of a sentence and present a slightly different approach to parallel structure.  The kind of word or part of a sentence that follows the second connector must be the same as the kind that followed the first.

1. Incorrect: The heroine wanted both success and to be loved.

2. Correct: The heroine wanted both success and love. 

3. Correct: The heroine wanted both to be successful and to be loved.

Practice – Label each sentence as correct or incorrect for parallel structure.  If incorrect, make the sentence parallel.

1. You either must go, or you can stay.

2. Jim’s salary is equal to Marsha’s salary but was much larger than Tim’s.

3. Milton told us that he was eating well, jogging every day, and exercised at the gym.

4. She went shopping for a carton of eggs, a wheel of cheese, and a container of milk.

5. Dinner last night was delicious, and the company was delightful.

